Bliicher

chateau, which, however, proved fruitless; and in
the course of the night, after executing one of the
most daring manoeuvres known to military science
he drew up his whole army, farther to the south, on
the heights above Trannes.

Here Bliicher was able to effect his junction with
Schwarzenberg; while at the same time Yorck,
who it will be remembered had been left behind at
Metz but subsequently ordered to the front, had
fought successfully with a French division at St.
Dizier and was now near enough for eventual
co-operation.

Napoleon had commanded his troops to u pursue
the enemy as far as Bar-sur-aube"; but pursuit
presupposes flight and Bliicher, as we have seen,
instead of being in retreat was drawn up on the
heights of Trannes. He was in strong battle
formation and all that Napoleon could do was
to occupy La RothiSre, a village on the highroad
that runs from Brienne to Trannes and Bar-sur-
Aube.

Even without the assistance he hoped for from
Yorck, Blucher's forces numbered 125,000 men as
against only 45,000 of the enemy. But he was
hampered by the fact that, while Schwarzenberg
had handed over to him the actual conduct of the
battle, that cautious commander had previously
determined minutely where each separate corps
of the reinforcements that he sent should stand.
That seems to have been, for the most part, out-
side of the line of fire.